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Foundation Skills Guideline
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Background

The State Government is committed to connecting South Australians who are assessed to need foundation skills to support their training and skills development. This includes eligible participants who already hold a non-school qualification. 

 Foundation skills support can be provided at the course level and tailored support through Bridging units of competency at the unit of competency level, to equip people with the foundation skills they need to complete their qualification successfully.

The national FSK Foundation Skills Training Package endorsed in 2013, was subsequently added in November 2013 to the Subsidised Training List. 
Purpose
The Foundation Skills Guideline is published under the auspice of the Accredited Training Services Agreement/  / Head Deed (the Contract) to expand on the requirements for the:

· delivery of publicly subsided foundation skills courses and units of competency by Training Providers

The Contract is between the Minister for  Industry and Skills (the Minister) and a Training Provider (Training Provider). The Contract contains the terms and conditions by which the Training Provider delivers high quality nationally recognised training and assessment services consistent with the Department for Industry and Skills’ policy and objectives.
The Guideline applies in addition to the obligations under the Contract.
This Guideline describes the:

· process and requirements for a Training Provider seeking to add the FSK Foundation Skills Training Package courses to its Schedule of Courses , including the qualifications and expertise of staff

· delivery requirements for Training Providers offering FSK Foundation Skills Training Package courses

· delivery requirements for Training Providers offering subsidised Bridging units of competency from the FSK Foundation Skills Training Package.
Definitions 

Unless otherwise stated, terms used in this Guideline have the same meaning as in the Contract.
· Australian Core Skills Framework (ACSF) is used to identify and describe an individual’s performance in five core skills:

· learning

· reading
· writing

· oral communication 

· numeracy.
Information on the ACSF can be found at: http://www.education.gov.au/australian-core-skills-framework.
· Assessed need refers to the identified gaps in foundation skills, and the need to address these gaps to be successful in the relevant course, resulting from a foundation skills assessment that is mapped against the ACSF.

· Core Skills for Work (CSfW) includes skills in collaboration, problem solving, self-management, learning, information and communication technology (ICT) skills.

Information on the CSfW can be found at: http://www.education.gov.au/core-skills-work-developmental-framework.
· Foundation Skills encompass the core skills defined by the Australian Core Skills Development Framework and are the combination of:  English language, literacy and numeracy (LLN) – listening, speaking, reading, writing, digital literacy and use of mathematical ideas; and Core Skills for Work required for participation in modern workplaces and contemporary life.

· Foundation Skills Courses refer to Courses identified as such on the Subsidised Training List (STL) which are fully subsidised for eligible South Australians.

· Foundation Skills Bridging Units refers to Bridging units of competency drawn from the FSK Foundation Skills Training Package, or where appropriate from a course identified by the Minister as a y Foundation Skills course. These units are available to eligible South Australians assessed to need them.

Foundation Skills Bridging Units drawn from the FSK Foundation Skills Training Package are fee free for eligible South Australians and are available at every qualification level to support successful completions.

Any language, literacy and numeracy units of competency drawn from other Foundation Skills Courses as Foundation Skills Bridging units of competency will attract the same subsidy adjustment as the course in which the Eligible participant is enrolled.
· FSK Foundation Skills Training Package includes three Courses and 91 Units of Competency which provide the Foundation Skills required for vocational training and employment, for a range of skill levels aligned to the Australian Core Skills Framework.

· FSK Foundation Skills Training Package Courses are:

· FSK10113 Certificate I in Access to Vocational Pathways

· FSK10213 Certificate I in Skills in Vocational Pathways

· FSK20113 Certificate II in Skills for Work and Vocational Pathways.
Who can deliver foundation skills?

Eligible Training Providers with courses from the FSK Foundation Skills Training Package on their Australian Skills Quality Authority (ASQA) scope can apply to add FSK Foundation Skills Training Package Courses to their Schedule of Courses.

The instructions on how to apply to add FSK Foundation Skills Training Package Courses and the additional online application are available at: 
    https://www.skills.sa.gov.au/Training-providers/Contracts-explained/How-to-vary-your-contract
Delivery of a FSK Foundation Skills Training Package Course in its entirety or Units of Competency from a FSK Foundation Skills Training Package Course must be commensurate with the nominal hours listed in the Victorian Purchasing Guide
.
Trainers delivering the FSK Foundation Skills Training Package Course must hold the qualifications and have the expertise described in this Guideline.


 Victorian Purchasing Guide,http://www.education.vic.gov.au/training/providers/rto/Pages/purchasingguides.aspx.
Qualification and expertise requirements to add the FSK Foundation Skills Training Package to Scope
FSK Foundation Skills Training Package Courses 

A Training Provider may only deliver a FSK Foundation Skills Training Package Course in its entirety where the Training Services are delivered by employees of the Training Provider who are language, literacy and/or numeracy trainers and assessors and who hold at a minimum: 
· a language, literacy and/or numeracy qualification at the Certificate IV level
· TAE40116 Certificate IV in Training and Assessment
· at least 2 years’ experience in teaching and assessing language, literacy and/or numeracy in the vocational education and training sector.

Bridging units of competency 
A Training Provider may only deliver Units of Competency from the FSK Foundation Skills Training Package as Bridging units of competency where the Training Services are delivered by employees of the Training Provider who are vocational trainers and assessors and who hold at a minimum:
· a vocational qualification in their field of expertise at least to the level of the Course being delivered
· TAE40110 Certificate IV in Training and Assessment
· a skill set from the Training and Education Training Package - TAESS00009 Address Foundation Skills in Vocational Practice and have regular access to a language, literacy and/or numeracy trainer and assessor

· is enrolled in and undertaking a skill set from the Training and Education Training Package:  TAESS00009 Address Foundation Skills in Vocational Practice and is under the direct supervision of a language, literacy and/or numeracy trainer and assessor.
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